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Greetings from your new State President.  Fortified 

by the spring convention in Houston, I feel ready to 

earn the confidence you have placed in me.  

However, my term will only be as successful as your 

assistance is generous.  Keeping the FGCV running 

smoothly depends on everyone‘s participation in your 

local club and steady communication from the club to 

the state organization about your activities and needs.  

To that end, I have scheduled a meeting with club 

presidents for September 16 at the Vermont Garden 

Park.  We will discuss the President‘s Projects and 

those topics important to the club presidents. 

 

My initial efforts have been devoted to updating the 

website, and I encourage you to be sure that your 

club‘s activities are publicized there.  My goal is to 

make the website an even more useful tool than it has 

been, and I encourage your suggestions as to what to 

add or how to improve what is already there.  

 

I do need your help in rounding out the committee 

assignments.  We still have very important vacancies: 

 

Horticulture/indoor gardening- if this is your 

specialty, please let me hear from you! 

 

The Leaf- Andie Lott has graciously agreed to 

continue to assemble the Leaf until her replacement 

can be found, and Caroline Frey was her assistant for 

this edition.  However, we are seeking a new assistant 

for the spring issue, with the thought that the assistant 

will eventually relieve Andie of the responsibility she 

has so faithfully executed for several years. 

 

Ways & Means- This committee is essential to the 

financial solvency of our organization.  I am happy to 

announce that Jennifer Hanlon of Four Seasons has 

agreed to chair the committee, with assistance from 

Julia Quimby-Cohen of Rutland and Meredith Stock 

of Green Mountain Gardeners.  These women will 

welcome your help in coming up with creative ideas 

to continue to make fund-raising ‗fun‘ for all 

members.  

 

I am delighted to announce that the Chairman of our 

President’s Projects Committee is Mary Webster of 

Mountain Gardeners.  A full description of the three 

national projects can be found on our website, and I 

encourage each club to undertake one of the projects 

locally.  For those clubs to whom the Golden Days 

project is the most appealing, I encourage you to 

organize a daffodil planting project this fall.  In the 

spring, each club can take potted daffodils to 

members who can no longer attend, wherever they 

are—in their own homes or in retirement facilities.  

Be sure to note the special offer of daffodil 

collections from Color Blends on the FGCV website.  

Please document your project and send a brief report 

to Mary.  There will also be a Regional Competition 

and a National Award offered for this project; you 

will find details on the NER and NGC websites. 

 

Happy daffodil planting.  May every public garden in 

your area be coming up daffodils!  
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Arlington Garden Club  
~Nancy Boardman 

 

After months of planning and preparation, 

anticipation and, yes, anxiety, the Arlington Garden 

Club’s Standard Flower Show came off without a 

hitch on Saturday, July 18th. The overall theme of the 

show, “Christmas in July,” was a fun challenge, with 

each of the classes in the Design Division assigned a 

carol or song as a theme on which to base their 

creations. These old-time holiday favorites included 

“Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,” “Away in a 

Manger,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” “Jingle 

Bells,” “Deck the Halls” and “White Christmas.” The 

28 individual entrants rose to the challenge, and the 

results were beautiful, innovative, often humorous, 

and all well done. 

 

The judges for the show were Virginia Allen, Joan 

Gates and Frankie Gibson--all Master Judges--along 

with Valerie Cleary, Pam Hebert and the newest 

judge, Elaine Dates. Their job also included judging 

the many specimens entered in the show’s 

Horticultural Division.  
 

 
 

The special exhibits category comprised the 

Battenkill Reclamation Project and the Yellow Barn 

restoration initiative, both of which were arranged by 

club member Sarah Smith with the cooperation of 

Arlington Selectwoman and State representative 

Cynthia Browning.   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wendy Bucchieri's delectable looking vegetables won the 

Horticulture Excellence Award. 

Thanks to extensive publicity by Mary de Brun, 

“Christmas in July” drew crowds of viewers, whose 

entrance donations will be used to fund the Garden 

Club’s annual scholarship award, given to a 

graduating senior who will be furthering his or her 

education the following year.  

 

The lion’s share of the credit for a wonderful event 

goes to Judy Cotter and Lesley Olcott, our 

“perennial” co-chairs in charge of planning and 

staging the show, as well as all the committee 

members who handled the myriad duties of putting 

on such a complex show. Special thanks go to 

Arlington residents Verrall and Don Keelan, who 

opened their 1822 Greek Revival center hall colonial, 

as well as the extensive grounds, to host the show and 

who extended gracious hospitality to all who came to 

see it. 

 
Arlington's panel of judges assemble before beginning the 

task of judging the show, ―Christmas in July.‖ 

 

As for other Garden Club programs and events so far 

in 2009, we again held a successful Plant and Bake 

sale over Memorial Day weekend, under the direction 

of Nancy Hadley, and in June we enjoyed a 

wonderful presentation by Jeff Young, Master 

Gardener from St. Albans, who spoke to us about his 

passion, lilacs, and showed us how to care for them. 

Jeff kindly donated one of his own specimens to us 

for planting in our new garden at the Recreation Park, 

which joins a host of other civic beautification 

projects that the club oversees throughout Arlington. 

 

  

Leslie Olcott stole the show winning the Tricolor Award 

and the Holiday Excellence Award. 
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Then, too, we couldn’t have risen to the challenge of 

a Standard Show without the expertise and 

encouragement of Valerie Cleary and Manchester 

florist Peggy Brockett, who were our speakers at two 

other monthly meetings before the show. They not 

only gave us tips about choosing, conditioning and 

putting together flowers for a successful design, but 

built up our confidence, convincing us that everyone 

who entered the show would find it fun, instructive 

and rewarding, no matter what color ribbon they 

won! 
 

 

First time arranger, Maryanne Wagner took home the 

Designer‘s Choice Award. 

 

Granite Center Garden Club 

~Theresa McMahon, President 
  
As usual the Garden Club has been busy this year.  

We started with a fabulous plant sale in the spring 

chaired by Christine and Lee Rousseau and Gary and 

Blanche Adamski, with most of the plants donated by 

members and friends.  With the profits from this, and 

a grant from the city, we plant and maintain 6 traffic 

islands, a horse trough in the city park, and the Dr. 

Reynolds memorial bench.  Christine Rousseau also 

guides a crew in working with Barre Town School in 

maintaining an educational butterfly garden there.  

We also give out a scholarship to a senior at 

Spaulding High School planning to further their 

education in horticulture.  This year we gave the 

scholarship to Katherine Stout, who is planning to 

study environmental science. 

 

Because we started out the year with a diminished 

membership and a large commitment, a big focus for 

our spring meetings was increasing membership.  We 

had a very successful drive to invite guests to our 

April meeting with our guest speaker on exercising to 

get ready for gardening.  Unfortunately she wasn't 

able to come, but Sue Barrett filled in beautifully at 

the last minute with some of her personal exercises 

and a few of her favorite gardening tips.  We had 

door prizes and refreshments and everyone seemed to 

understand.  At that meeting four people became new 

members and since then we have had nine more 

members join.   

 

Some of our other speakers have been George Africa 

from the Vermont Flower Farm in Marshfield on Day 

Lilies and Hostas, Mary Layne Tharp on Perennial 

Plant Combinations, and Amanda Legare from 

Amanda's Greenhouse in Calais on Perennials for 

More Fall Flowers.  We are also looking forward to 

Carol Rogers, Master Gardener from the Randolph 

Garden Club on the Care and Loving of House 

Plants, and Jerome Bolkum, Jerome the Florist on 

Fall Flower Arrangements.  In November, we will 

have a Holiday Greens Workshop and make wreaths 

and centerpieces.   

 

As well as all of our wonderful speakers, we also had 

a pot luck picnic at Sue Barrett's home in July and we 

will be having our annual Holiday Party at the Hilltop 

Restaurant.  

 

All in all a wonderful, busy year. 

Happy Gardening! 

  

NewfaneGarden Club 
~Janis Pereira, President 

No rain and no frost brought success to our annual 

May Plant and Raffle Sale. It is our main fundraiser. 

We gathered at the Four Columns Inn for our 2009-

2011 Installation of Officers.   President of the 

Federated Garden Clubs in Vermont, Sue Robinson 

conducted the installation with an enchanting poem 

describing each office.  

In June, we received an award for the Net 

Membership Increase for the 2008-2009 year. We’re 

so proud of our enthusiastic group of women. 

We began the New Year at the “Olde & New 

England Book Store” with MaryHill located in 

Newfane. We heard the history of garden books and 

each brought our favorite Garden book to share. 

Rutland Garden Club 
~Esther Swett 

 
The Strawberry Garden Party was SPECTACULAR 

indeed!   On June 19th 60 guests were served a 

delicious lunch at the lovely home of our member, 

Ann Clark.  The largest strawberry shortcakes ever 

seen were served to the delighted guests after they 

indulged in member created quiches, salads, and 

breads.  We further treated our guests to creative 
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demonstrations by Valerie Cleary and Julia Quimby-

Cohen. Guests left with a beautiful live strawberry 

plant and a cookie cutter with recipes from Ann 

Clark‘s well-known collection.  Many then closed 

their visit with us by shopping at our ―strawberry-

themed‖ boutique and by touring Ann‘s lovely 

gardens. Not only was the event a wonderful day for 

our guests, it was also a success for club members 

who had an opportunity to have some fun working 

together and at the same time adding nicely to our 

coffers.  Rutland Garden Club members are truly 

grateful to our chairperson, Marty Leon, who spent 

hours leading members through this first annual 

garden club event. 

 

Several garden club members have had opportunities 

to work with our local youth.  Diane Clain and Julia 

Quimby-Cohen spent time in our local schools 

working with students making posters for the 

Woodsy Owl contest.  Two students have had their 

entries forwarded on for further competition at the 

regional level.  Members have spent many hours at 

the Boys and Girls Club helping with various projects 

including wreath making.  Cheryl Gedris spent 

several days working and teaching students from 

Rutland High School‘s Alternative Education 

Program how to plant and care for gardens at the 

Godnick Senior Center.  Students from the Natural 

Resources Class at Stafford Technical Center grew 

vegetables and annuals for our annual perennial sale 

and local gardens.    

 

Rutland Garden Club was pleased to present Norma 

W. Delfosse with a certificate and a beautiful rose 

bush as we named her an honorary life member of 

our club.  Norma, in her very gracious manner, has 

been a 50 year plus active member of our club.  We 

are fortunate to have her. 

 

Despite the rain—just a drizzle—we have had two 

successful garden trips this late spring.  Wilmah 

Moore and Carolyn Crowley Meub opened their 

lovely gardens to the delight of many members.  We 

also traveled to Jamaica Gardens for a tour of 

amazing annuals grown by our friend, Martin Bemis.  

It was another rainy day! 

 

Two of our members were recipients of Golden 

Trowels at the State Garden Club meeting in Stowe.  

Leslie Brenner and Gwen Allard were extremely 

deserving of the awards after their many hours of 

work as Civic Beautification Chairmen.  

In light of the economic times, the club asked for 

donations at our December Christmas Party.  We 

collected $455.00 which was then given to The Boys 

& Girls Club, Operation Dolls & More and Vermont 

Adaptive Ski & Sport.  We felt this effort was a 

beneficial activity and more needed then our ―Santa‖ 

gift exchange for this year.   

 

We are excited to be the host club for the fall meeting 

of the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont.  The 

meeting will be held at the Lilac Inn in Brandon on 

October 6th.  It is a lovely spot and the food is always 

fabulous.  Be sure to come.  It will be a perfect time 

to enjoy fall foliage as well. 

 

Although we do not wish to close on a sad note, we 

must say how very much we miss the smiling faces 

and willing hands of Lorilee Foley and Brenda 

Isaacs.  We shall always be grateful for their 

friendship and endless contributions to the club.   

 

The Rutland Garden Club has a full year planned for 

2009-2010.  We will be doing a judged flower show 

under Valerie Cleary‘s leadership.  Many other 

exciting programs are planned as well.  Please come 

and visit us at any time. 

 
Saint Albans Garden Club 

~ Pat Gagne, President 
 
The St. Albans Garden Club has had a busy year. We 

have taken on new projects and continue our usual 

community service endeavors. We have more 

members participating in flower shows and have also 

made an effort to expand our gardening know-how.  

 

This Spring, our civic participation committee 

purchased a cement urn and had it permanently 

installed in front of the St Albans Library. Seasonally 

we will change the colors of the arrangements in the 

urn. 

The garden club also waters the flowers on Main 

Street in St. Albans every Thursday. 
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Our garden therapy committee is very busy with 

flower and vegetable gardens at two extended care 

facilities in the city. We also visit a couple of nursing 

homes during the winter holiday season and help the 

patients make centerpieces. 

 

 Last year we put on a flower show at Franklin 

County Field Days, and this year we have 

volunteered to aid in taking entries for their flower 

show. As far as flower shows go, in March we 

competed in the Standard flower Show ―Childs 

Play,‖ and had a great time. In June three of our 

members competed in Burlington‘s 75th Anniversary 

Celebration Standard Flower Show. 

 

In May we visited Claussen‘s Green House in 

Colchester. Chris gave us lots of pointers on keeping 

our plants looking beautiful throughout the summer 

months.  It was a great evening. We followed that up 

with a guest appearance by Master Gardener Kelly 

Powers at our June meeting to learn about new and 

rare perennials to spice up our gardens. 

  

 
Seed and Weed Garden Club 

~Caroline Frey, President 
Seed & Weed continues to be challenged with 

declining membership; however we are blessed by a 

small very dedicated enthusiastic core of members.  

To try and increase membership, we have changed 

meeting times to be more attuned to today‘s work 

habits. Saturday morning meeting s, with allotted 

times 10.00 am to 11: 59am. Also, during regular 

meetings we have the speaker start promptly at 

1.00pm, so anyone who works may take their lunch 

break and still hear the speaker. These are some of 

our strategies to be more community friendly.  

A Garden of the year with a plaque for display by the 

winner has been initiated.  Hopefully, this project 

will receive local enthusiasm. 

A pamphlet has been developed to inform the local 

community of the benefits of joining a garden club 

and is posted in public areas within our service area. 

One interesting unusual program this past year was 

on the ever-changing flower table at the Fairbanks 

Museum.  Joanne Adams shared the original hand 

written journals from 1904 with records kept by 

Fairbanks family members.  These provide a broad 

view of local flowers over the past 100 years 

including bloom and fruiting dates of the various 

species.   The Museum flower table continues to be 

an ongoing display. 

We continue to visit local private gardens in the 

summer and I continue to be amazed by the creativity 

and different styles we encounter. 

The annual plant sale is our only fund raiser and we 

have a high visibility in the community with having 

the sale on Main Street on the Fairbanks Museum 

lawn. We use the plant sale as an educational tool for 

members and the public using botanical and common 

name and habitat for all plants grown from members 

and friends gardens.  

Civic projects are planting and maintaining the 

flowers at the Fairbanks Museum, upkeep of Harris 

Park, Lyndon Center, also a flower bed the club had 

planted and continues to maintain at the Waterford 

rest area. 

We continue to create individual arrangements for the 

senior shut ins each holiday season. 

The club is updating the bylaws and standing rules to 

be more attuned to the needs of the club. 

The annual club meeting and the election of officers 

and awards ceremony will be held in September.  

 
Springfield Garden Club 

~Rosann Sexton 
 

Each year the Springfield Garden Club is asked by 

various organizations to participate in some of their 

activities, gardening or nature related.  Each year we 

vow not to take on any more……but something 

always seems to interest us, so we agree to do it!  

 

This year we were asked to have an exhibit at the 

Herrick‘s Cove Wildlife Festival, held on the banks 

of the Connecticut River.  It is an annual event held 

in early May, and was started by the Audubon 

Society 10 years ago.  It focuses on nature and the 

environment,  especially geared for children.  Since 

we are a garden club, we naturally wanted to show 

children how to plant, so we had them plant a 

sunflower seed in a cup to take home, and explained 

to them how to care for it, etc.  We also had 

butterflies cut out in thin foam paper that they could 

decorate with magic markers, and turn them into 

pencil adornments, attaching them to the pencils with 

colored pipe cleaners.  Both activities were a big hit 

and easy for any age child to do. Over 130 children 

came to our booth! 

 

For the second year, we participated in the opening of 

an ―Art in Bloom‖ exhibit at the local non-profit 

gallery in downtown Springfield.  SGC members 

made flower arrangements copying or 

complementing several paintings on exhibit. It is well 

attended by the local community and we are helping 

a local organization to be successful in the downtown 

area.  

 

Our ongoing civic beautification projects each year 

are well funded by our annual, very successful 

Festival of Trees, held the Friday before 

Thanksgiving.  Our creative workshop items for sale, 

corporate sponsors, raffle, and silent auction all help 
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to make this a very profitable event.  Besides using 

our profits for beautification, we give generous 

scholarship money to graduating high school students 

pursuing education in the field of Horticulture, 

Forestry or Environmental Studies.   

 

 

 Greens Workshop-Preparing for the Festival of Trees 

 

We have several ongoing garden therapy projects 

with seniors, monthly floral arrangements for Meals 

on Wheels trays, Junior Gardening programs, and 

numerous other community projects.   We are busy 

year round, not just during the gardening season! 

 

This past year we sponsored two Osher Lifelong 

Learning Institute programs for the area residents.  

They were both natural history related and well 

attended.  Liz Krieg delighted us with her Rock 

Garden program in March, just when we were tired 

of winter and looking forward to getting into our 

gardens! Two trips we took this spring were most 

enjoyable and we would recommend them to other 

clubs.  The first, in April, was to the Smith College 

Botanical Garden in Northampton, MA, and many 

would like to go again to see all the summer blooms.  

It is open daily and worth the trip or a stop if you are 

going down I 91.  The other trip, in June, was to the 

Berkshire Botanical Gardens in Stockbridge, MA.  

That, too, was well worth the drive.  The gardens are 

lovely and well in bloom in mid-June.  

Last fall, SGC received the Mary Stone Award from 

the New England Region for Garden Therapy.  Our 

club was presented with, dare I say, eight awards at 

the June Annual Meeting, due not only to the 

wonderful efforts of our members, but to our 

dedicated Awards Chair, Deanna Dexter.  She 

delights in writing up and documenting our many 

activities.  We also were honored with two of our 

members, Marita Johnson and Sandy MacGillivary 

receiving Golden Trowel Awards.  We also received 

a third place for the National Garden Club‘s Press 

Book Publicity Award! 

 

It has been a busy year, and 2009-10 appears to be 

the same. 

 

Awards                          ~Marge Masino  
and  co-chairs Nancy Howe of Brattleboro GC 

and Marilyn Houston of Arlington GC 
 

National Garden Club Awards: 

Youth poetry,  Naomi Husher, 4th grade, sponsored 

by the Randolph GC. 

Springfield GC, 3rd place, Press Book. 

Burlington GC: Kellogg Civic Achievement award. 

The state of VT achieved an award for participating 

in National Awards.   

The state of VT and the Manchester GC each 

received Penny Pine awards for reforestation. 

Caroline Frey, Seed & Weed GC, received a 

certificate of appreciation for serving on the 

Nominating Committee of the NGC. 

 

Scholarship:  
The winner of the $4,000 National Garden Club 

Scholarship: Carrie-Anne Elizabeth Palmeri, a UVM 

undergraduate majoring in Environmental Studies.   

 

State Awards:  

The following garden clubs received awards: 

Arlington, Burlington, Covered Bridges, Four 

Seasons, Manchester, Middlebury, Randolph, 

Rutland, Seed & Weed, Springfield. 

Jenn Hanlon of Four Seasons GC received a past club 

president‘s award for her work as chair of the 

Scholarship Committee. 

Clubs with membership gains in 2008: Arlington, 

Brattleboro, Middlebury, Newfane, Rutland, 

Springfield. 

Valerie Cleary, Chair of the Judges Council 

announced the clubs meriting Design Awards for the 

year 2008-2009: Burlington GC, Randolph GC, and 

Arlington GC.  The rotating trophy for the highest 

level of creativity was awarded to the Burlington GC.    

 

Scholarship:  
Corina Dailey, winner of the$1,000 Mabel Mayforth 

Scholarship.  Corina is a graduate student at Antioch 

College, specializing in riparian tree buffers. 

 

Presidential Citations: Sue Robinson 

Sue honored the following: 

Charlie Nardozzi, senior consultant with the National 

Gardening Association for his many contributions 

over the years to FGCV. 

Pat Durfee, for her work as Treasurer over the last 

few presidential terms, as well as her ongoing 

commitment to the GC of Manchester. 

Elaine Dates, for her assistance as mentor to 

president Sue Robinson and her chairmanship of the 

state flower show. 
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Youth Awards             ~Elaine Dates 
 

These are the Vermont youth who did so well this 

year. 

  

In the NGC Poetry Contest "Nature'Song" the 

following Vermonters were winners:  

Naomi Husher of the Randolph Garden Club won the 

poetry contest for the 4th grade and 

represented Vermont, then went on to the New 

England Region, and finally, placed second in the 

nation 

Marya Merriam also of the Randolph Garden Club 

represented Vermont for the sixth grade. 

  

In the NGC Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster 

Contest the following students represented Vermont 

and went on to the New England Regional:  

1st Grade was Saysha Palmer of the Rutland Garden 

Club 

2nd Grade was Audrey Comas-Altland of the Rutland 

Garden Club 

4th Grade was Kiara Zambrano of the Burlington 

Garden Club 

5th Grade was Georgie Chase of the Manchester 

Garden Club 

  

 
THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS 
OF VERMONT 
TAKING CARE OF OUR YOUTH 

~Elaine Dates 
 

There are many opportunities available for our 

garden clubs to interact ever so briefly or on a more 

sustained level.  There are many benefits to such 

work as we involve young people in gardening and 

civic projects and learning opportunities.  If your club 

is unaware of some of these or has not had the time to 

delve more deeply, please take a look at the 

following list which ranges from an hour of your time 

to more hours.  It is up to your club how much time it 

can afford.  Please contact me if you would like more 

information about any of the following.  Let's bring 

Vermont alive with the sound of children's voices. 

1.  National Garden Clubs, Inc. Youth Activities - 

Poetry Contest 

a.   2010  ―Our Beautiful World‖   

b.   Kindergarten through Ninth Grade 

 c.   Special Education: K- Ninth Grade 

d.   due State Youth Chair(Elaine Dates) - December 

e.   poems do not have to rhyme and may be any form 

f.    printed in a booklet and given to each winner 

2.  National Garden Clubs, Inc. Youth Activities –  

Prose Contest 

a.   2010 ―Respect the World Around Us‖ 

b.   open to all High School students 

c.   due State Youth Chair (Elaine Dates) - December 

d.   $1,000.00 Scholarship 

3.  National Garden Clubs, Inc. Youth Activities - 

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest 

a.   Due January 20, 2010 State Youth Chair (Elaine 

Dates) 

b.   Grand Prize Winner - trip to Washington for four  

c.   Top five winners at each grade level - $100.00 

Savings Bond 

d.  USDA Forest Service web site:  

www.symbols.gov 

4.  Special Projects:  President's Project – ―Beautify 

Blight‖ 

a.   collaboration of garden club, civic organization, 

AND one or more youth groups 

b.   submit a one page summary of the project with a 

before and after picture 

c.   no monetary, but may be allowed fund raisers or 

underwriting 

d.   strive for support of seed companies 

 

Vermont JudgesCouncil  
Design Classes and Workshops 2009 
 

The Vermont Judges Council will conduct two 

exciting design classes and hands-on workshops this 

fall.  Class times are 10:00 A.M. and 12:30 P.M.  

Two design types will be demonstrated by judges:  

traditional mass design and creative panel design.  

Hands-on workshop participants will create a 

traditional mass design for themselves.  Participants 

will be supplied with oasis, flowers, and foliage for 

their designs.  They should bring a medium sized 

container with a wide opening and cutting tools 

(scissors, knife).  

Saturday, September 12th 

Shelburne Town Hall Office Building 

Shelburne Road (Route 7), Shelburne 

To register send a check for the $25.00 materials fee 

by August 29th to  

Elaine Dates 

145 S. Pointe Drive 

S. Burlington, VT 05403 

Friday, September 18th 

Christ King Church 

Engle Hall 

60 S. Main Street (Route 7), Rutland 

To register, send a check for the $25.00 materials fee 

by September 4th to 

Valerie Cleary 

3 Spencer Meadows 

Mendon, VT  05701 

Come join the fun, see great design demos, and create 

something special for yourself!!! 
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Date Activity  Responsibility of  

May 2009 Mailing 2009 Information Packages 
to the NGC Chairpersons & FS 

U.S. Forest Service  

January 20, 2010  Poster entries must be received 
by the NGC State Chairmen  for 
the Poster Contest  

NGC Poster Contest Local 
Coordinators will send poster 
entries to the State Chairman 

for the Poster Contest. 

February 15, 2010  State winner entries must be 
received by the NGC Regional 
Chairmen for the Poster Contest.   

NGC State Chairmen  of the 
Poster Contest will mail State 

winners to the Regional 
Chairman to the poster 

contest. 
 

March 15, 2010  Regional winner entries must be 
received by the NGC National 
Chairman for the Poster Contest.  

NGC Regional Chairmen  of 
the Poster Contest will mail 

Regional winners to the 
National Chairman for the 

Poster Contest.  

By March 31, 2010  Judging to select the national 
winners of each grade level.  

A committee called by the 
NGC National Chairman for 

the Poster Contest in 
coordination with FS will 

choose national winners for 
each grade level.  

By April 23, 2010  Selection of the National Grand 
Prize Winner 

FS Washington Headquarters 
Office employees 

Summer 2010  National Grand Prize winner 
recognition ceremony in 
Washington D.C. 

Forest Service & National 
Chairman of the NGC Poster 

Contest 

 
 
 

222000111000   SSSmmmoookkkeeeyyy   BBBeeeaaarrr    aaannnddd   WWWoooooodddsssyyy   OOOwwwlll       

NNNaaattt iii ooonnnaaalll    GGGaaarrr dddeeennn   CCClll uuubbbsss,,,    IIInnnccc...    (((NNNGGGCCC)))       

&&&      

UUU...    SSS...    FFFooorrr eeesssttt    SSSeeerrr vvviii ccceee   (((FFFSSS)))    

   PPPooosssttt eeerrr    CCCooonnnttt eeesssttt    TTTiii mmmeee   LLLiii nnneee   
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Only YOU! 

 
 
 

 It is recommended that local and/or state recognition ceremonies are 
coordinated in conjunction with local events during Earth Week in April or 
during Public Lands Day in September.  Y ou will find Certificates of 
Participation at www.symbols.gov . 

 
 The 1st place National Winners for each grade level category and the 

National Grand Prize winner will be announced at the 2009 National Garden 
Clubs, Inc. Annual Meeting.   

 
 U. S. savings bonds for four of the national winners and their certificates 

will be mailed to each winner after the 2009 National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Annual Meeting.  The National Grand Prize Winner will get the U . S. savings 
bond and the certificate during the recognition ceremony in Washington 
D.C.     

 
 The recognition ceremony for the National Grand Prize takes place every 

year during Summer time in Washington, DC.  
 

 Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear should be present at these award ceremon ies 
if at all possible.  

 
 U. S. Forest Service conservation education and/or fire prevention regional 

coordinators can help you identify local Forest Service units that may assist 
you with the icons appearance at your event. A hard copy contact lists are 
included in this package and it is also available at www.symbols.gov . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRReeecccooogggnnniii ttt iii ooonnn   CCCeeerrr eeemmmooonnniii eeesss   

http://www.symbols.gov/
http://www.symbols.gov/
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1st through 5th Grade Students to P articipate  
 

 

 
The US Forest Service and the National Garden Clubs, Inc. are 
giving students opportunity to demonstrate, through original 
drawings of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl, your understanding of 
wildfire prevention and basic environmental conservation 
principles. 

 

                   

  
       

      Smokey Bear is recognized 
nationally and internationally as 
the symbol for fire prevention.  
The original Smokey Bear appeared 
in 1944.  Smokeyõs message,  
 òRemember, Only You can prevent 
wildfires!ó encourages personal 
responsibility for fire prevention.  
Smokey Bear teaches children and 
adults to be careful with 
campfires, barbecues, trash fires, 
and matches.   
 

Woodsy Owl is Americaõs icon for the 
conservation of the environment.  Since 
1971, Woodsy has helped parents and 
teachers inspire children to observe, 
explore, and care for the environment.   
He challenges children to:  òLend a 
Hand - Care for the Land!ó and to take 
an active role in caring for the land 
through recycling, reusing, and reducing 
waste; planting and caring for trees; 
using resources wisely (such as not 
wasting water or electricity); and not 
littering. 
 

 The National Grand Prize Winn er  of the Smokey & Woodsy Poster Contest 
will win a free round trip airfare and accommodations for four to 
Washington, DC.    

 
 A $100 U.S. Savings Bond will be awarded to each of the First Place 
winners in all five grades sponsored by the National Garden Clubs, Inc.  

 

Make every day an Earth Day!  
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PPPooosssttt eeerrr    RRRuuulll eeesss   
 

1. All poster entrees must be sponsored by a local Garden Club.  
 
2. Posters must feature Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl and must not feature both 

together.  
 

3. Smokey Bear posters must be based upon and include, Smokeyõs fire prevention 
message (Only YOU Can Prevent Wildfires!).  Woodsy Owl posters must be 
based upon and include, Woodsyõs conservation message: Lend a Hand ð Care 
for the Land! 

 
4. The entry posters should encourage children to take a personal role in 

preventing wildfires or conserving natural resources. 
 

5. Each entry should be 11 x 17 inches in size. 
 

6. Materials that can be used include: crayons, markers, poster paints, water 
colors, etc. 

 
7. No three-dimensional posters, computer scanned, or electronically generated 

images will be accepted! 
 

8. The artistõs name, address, home phone number, grade level, school, teacherõs 
name, city, and State must be printed on the back of the poster in the lower 
right corner.  Each poster must also show the name of the sponsoring local 
Garden Club.  (Do not use a dark marker for this information as it may show 
through.)  Should school policy preclude giving studentsõ address and phone 
number, please include the school address and phone number. 

 
9. Posters are to be completed by individual student artists.  Competition may 

include students from 1st to 5th grade. 
 

10. The Local Garden Club Chair must submit  the poster entries no later than  
January 19, 2009 , to his or her Stateõs Chairman.  The State Garden Club 
Chair must submit the five winning posters from his or her State to their 
Regional Garden Club Chair man by February 1 6, 2009.   

 

PPPooosssttt eeerrr    TTTiii pppsss   
1. A good poster has a bold and simple design. 
2. Its message is delivered both in the picture and in the slogan. 
3. Its message is easily understood. 
4. Posters will be judged 20 percent each for originality, design, slogan, artwork, 

and overall effectiveness of the message.     



 12 

 
 

 
1. Children will select either one of the icons to enter. 

 
2. Since Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl are official icons, protected by 

Congressional law, the colors of their clothing need to be accurate.  Check the 
colors on the website www.symbols.gov .   

 
3. You must follow the rules that include how you identify the poster. 

 
4. Please check the spelling.  Posters with misspelling errors will be disqualified. 

 
5. Approach any group of children: such as scout troops, after school programs, 

and the like.  Just make sure the childõs grade is included, so the participant 
can compete in their grade category. 

 
6. You might even try providing the paper for the contest in order to initiate the 

program. 
 

7. The members of the National Garden Clubs, Inc. can purchase Smokey Bear and 
Woodsy Owl promotional and educational products at the National Symbols 
Cache web based catalog.  Please log on at www.symbols.gov/catalog .  Be 
sure to follow the instructions.  To place an order you need a password: 

 
a. User ID: reduce 
b. Password: scoe6438 

 
8. Feel free to offer certificate of appreciation to all participants.  Certificates 

are available and downloadable at www.symbols.gov .  The National Garden 
Clubs, Inc. will make certificates at their website also.     

 
9. Participating in this contest is an opportunity to encourage conservation, 

environmental protection, or at least an awareness of nature for children. 
 

 
 

10. Collaboration between the US Forest Service and the National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.õs is important. You can contribute to this collaborative effort by 
completing the form that indicates how many contacts per state were made.  It 
doesnõt matter how many entries your state may have, it is essential for us to 

MMMooorrr eee   TTTiii pppsss   fff ooorrr    aaa   SSSuuucccccceeessssssfff uuulll    PPPooosssttt eeerrr    

CCCooonnnttt eeesssttt    PPPaaarrr ttt iii ccciii pppaaattt iii ooonnn   

http://www.symbols.gov/
http://www.symbols.gov/catalog
http://www.symbols.gov/
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know if your state sent materials to twenty children or two hundred.  The US 
Forest Service invests tax payer money in keeping this partnership alive.  We 
need to help them justify the use of these funds by providing an estimate of 
our outreach efforts with the Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl poster contest. 

   
11. The Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl poster contest is one of those opportunities 

for local Garden Clubs to get out its message.  We encourage you to use the 
contest to promote your club, attract children and their parents, and fulfill one 
of the goals of the organization that is raise awareness for the caring of the 
environment. 

 
12. Copy your winning posters as they are not returned. 

 
13. If you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Elaine 

Dates at elainedates@comcast.net . 
 

 
 
 
Thank you so much for your support and commitment to our partnership with the US 

Forest Service.     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OOOnnnlll yyy    YYYOOOUUU   CCCaaannn   PPPrrr eeevvveeennnttt    WWWiii lll dddfff iii rrr eeesss!!!    

mailto:elainedates@comcast.net
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FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF VERMONT, INC. 
Registration for Fall  Meeting – Tuesday, October 6 

The Lilac Inn, Brandon, Vermont 
Please print your information 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________Club_____________ 

Phone #_______________________Your email address________________________ 

 

Please check applicable title(s):  () National Board Member    () District Director            

() National Life Member             () State President                   () Club President               

() State Life Member                   () State Board Member         () Past State President        

() Club Member                           () Past District Director        () Guest 
Menu ïPlease select one entrée:   () Wild Mushroom ravioli & Veggies 

      () Apple/ Cheddar Stuffed Boneless Chicken Breast 

      () Cedar Planked Salmon w/Herbs 

If you have special needs, please call The Lilac Inn at 800-221-0720 or 802-247-5463  
 

PLEASE CUT HERE AND MAIL ABOVE INFORMATION WITH YOUR                

CHECK MADE OUT TO FGCV 

                                                                                                                                                                                       _ 

 

FGCV FALL  MEETING, Tuesday, October 6, 2009 The Lilac Inn, Brandon 

 
Program: ñCultural Values as Reflected in Architectural Landscapingò  presented by 
Pamelia Smith with  Zina Dana Howe of Vermont Tech  
 

Registration:                   9:00 – 9:30    Coffee 

Business Meeting       9:30 – 10:30   

Speaker:                                10:30 – 11:30 

Club Spotlight:                                                 11:30 – 12:00 

Social time:                           12:00 – 12:30 

Luncheon:                             12:30 –  1:45   

Closing:                            1:45   

Fee: $30 Includes coffee tea, pastries, speaker, and lunch    

        $15 Meeting and speaker only                  

        $15 Additional for non-member and late registration fee (After Sept. 25, 2009)                  

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: FGCV 

Mail To:  Gay Gaston, 650 Sarum Hill Lane, Randolph, VT 05060 

PAYMENT DEADLINE: Friday, September 25 

ROOM RESERVATIONS Call The Lilac Inn at 800-221-0720.  A special room rate of 

$140.00 will be extended to meeting attendees  

Directions:  From the South, take Route 7 north to Brandon, and at the Monument  continue on 

Route 73 East (Park Street) slight left turn and the Inn is the 7
th
 house on the right. From the North, 

take Route 7 South to Brandon and at the Monument make a sharp right turn on to Route 73 East 

(Park Street) and the Inn is the 7
th
 house on the right. From the East, take Exit 3 (Bethel) off I-89 onto 

Route 107 West - turn left under the railroad bridge and follow Route 107 to Route 100 North ï sharp 
right turn.  Follow Route 100 North to Route 73 West towards Brandon - left turn.  Stay on 73 West into 
Brandon, where it makes a right turn and becomes Park Street.  The Inn is the eighth house on the left.    


